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PRESS RELEASE
Access VetMed warns:                                                                                                                          
Rising regulatory costs risk limiting future veterinary medicine launches in Europe.
· New Access VetMed market analysis presented at its Annual General Assembly, held today in Thurles, Co. Tipperary, Ireland, hosted by Duggan Veterinary Group and bringing together representatives from its 31 member companies and nearly 80 veterinary medicines professionals. 
· The analysis shows that the impact of increasing regulatory requirements continues to drive higher costs and administrative burden across the veterinary medicines sector, with SMEs particularly affected.
PICTURES OF THE EVENT: HERE


Co. Tipperary, Ireland, 17 September 2026 – Access VetMed, the voice of the European generic and added-value veterinary medicines industry, is calling for a more proportionate, efficient, pragmatic and sustainable regulatory environment as new analysis shows that the costs resulting from an increasingly complex regulatory framework continue to increase.
The findings are being presented today at Access VetMed’s 24th General Managers Meeting in Ireland, bringing together senior representatives of its member companies to discuss veterinary medicine availability, competitiveness and the future sustainability of the sector. The meeting is hosted by Access VetMed member Duggan Veterinary Group.
Importantly, Access VetMed’s latest market analysis does not identify an overall declining trend in veterinary medicine marketing authorisations. Data for May 2025–May 2026 show a net positive balance of 576 marketing authorisations, with generics and hybrids recording the highest growth. Most Member States also registered newer than surrendered marketing authorisations during the period.
However, a separate quantitative survey of Access VetMed members points to a different challenge: the resources and financial investment required to meet regulatory and pharmacovigilance obligations continue to grow.
Regulatory and pharmacovigilance costs continue to rise
Access VetMed surveyed its members in April 2026 to assess both the administrative and financial burden that regulatory activities place on companies. 
The findings show a continuous increase since 2018 in human resources allocated to Regulatory Affairs and Pharmacovigilance. In 2025 alone, compared with 2024, Regulatory Affairs resources increased by an average of 7.4%, while Pharmacovigilance resources increased by an average of 6%.
Financial pressure is increasing even more rapidly. According to the survey, in 2025:
· Variation fees increased by an average of 12.9%;
· Regulatory fees increased by an average of 16%;
· Other regulatory and IT costs increased by an average of 15.6%; and
· Pharmacovigilance budgets increased by an average of 22%, although with significant variation between companies, largely linked to new annual pharmacovigilance fees.
Access VetMed’s analysis concludes that the financial burden is growing faster than both EU inflation and Access VetMed members’ turnover. It also finds that SMEs are disproportionately affected, facing a higher relative administrative burden and greater sensitivity to increasing costs.
From regulatory burden to future availability
For Access VetMed, these findings highlight an important distinction between the current number of veterinary medicine authorisations and the long-term sustainability of maintaining and launching products in Europe.
While the data do not currently show an overall decline in marketing authorisations, sustained increases in regulatory, pharmacovigilance and lifecycle-management costs can affect the economic viability of individual products and influence companies’ future investment and portfolio decisions.
Over time, this could make it more difficult to justify the development or launch of products for smaller markets, less common indications or minor species, ultimately affecting the range of treatment options available to veterinarians and animal owners.
Xavier Molins, Chair of Access VetMed, said: “Our latest analysis gives us an important and more nuanced picture. We are not seeing an overall decline in marketing authorisations today, but we are seeing a sustained increase in the resources and costs required to maintain veterinary medicines on the market. That matters for the future. Every additional regulatory cost must be considered when companies decide whether to maintain, develop or launch a medicine, and the impact can be particularly significant for SMEs and smaller markets.”
The findings reinforce Access VetMed’s call for simpler and more harmonised regulatory processes across Europe, particularly where administrative requirements add cost without delivering a corresponding benefit for animal, human or environmental health.
“Europe needs regulation,” continued the Access VetMed Chair, “that guarantees the highest standards of quality, safety and efficacy, while also being proportionate, efficient and economically sustainable. Reducing unnecessary burden is ultimately part of safeguarding access to veterinary medicines.”
Access VetMed also underlines the importance of ensuring that pharmacovigilance systems remain robust and effective while being implemented in a way that avoids unnecessary duplication, complexity and disproportionate costs.
Ireland hosts Access VetMed’s European industry meeting
The meeting is opened by Martin Heydon TD, Ireland's Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, who delivers a welcome address to delegates as Ireland holds the Presidency of the Council of the EU. The findings form part of the Market Analysis update being discussed at Access VetMed’s General Assembly on 17 September. The programme also includes a Q&A with Dr David Murphy, Director of Veterinary Sciences at Ireland’s Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), on Veterinary Medicines Availability and Competitiveness.
Duggan Veterinary Group, an Access VetMed member, is hosting this year’s meeting in Co. Tipperary, Ireland. Donal Duggan, its Managing Director, said:
“We are extremely proud to welcome Access VetMed and senior industry leaders from across Europe to Tipperary. Ireland has a proud agricultural tradition and a world-class agri-food sector, and animal health is fundamental to both. The decisions being discussed at European level ultimately affect veterinary practices, farmers, animal owners and the wider food chain. Hosting these discussions here in Ireland is therefore particularly significant.”
The meeting brings Access VetMed members to Ireland for the association’s General Assembly for the first time since 2006 and provides an opportunity to examine how Europe can maintain a competitive and sustainable veterinary medicines sector while ensuring continued access to safe, effective and affordable treatment options.
The discussions also reflect the wider role of animal health within the One Health approach, recognising the close relationship between animal, human and environmental health and the importance of continued access to veterinary medicines.
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About Access VetMed
Access VetMed was founded in 2002 to act as the voice of the generic veterinary medicines industry in Europe. Today, it represents 31 generic and added-value veterinary medicines companies located across various European countries, including smaller markets. Together, its members generate a turnover of €1.8 billion and support more than 6,000 direct jobs, holding 52% of all generic veterinary medicines marketing authorisations in Europe.
The association actively and constructively engages with EU regulators and other stakeholders to promote transparent, harmonised, pragmatic and balanced animal health regulation. Its primary objective is to increase ACCESS —availability, compliance, convenience, efficacy, safety and savings— of veterinary medicines for veterinarians, farmers and companion animal owners across Europe.
More information: http://www.accessvetmed.eu
About Duggan Veterinary Group
Duggan Veterinary Group is a family-owned, Guaranteed Irish and ISO-accredited business with over 40 years of experience. It supplies veterinary medicines, human medicines, instruments, equipment, consumables and CPD education to the veterinary market. The Group has a direct presence in the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom, alongside collaborations with partners in other EU and non-EU markets.
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